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Finding information on Recognition

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

Guidance for
universities

Recognition by
country

Register your
admissions policy

Cambridge Primary

? Cambridge Lower Secondary

Cambridge Upper Secondary
Cambridge Advanced
Recognition and acceptance

*  Guidance for universities

Home > ificstions > Recognition and acceptance

Recognition and acceptance

C i i ions are d and valued by many leading universities and employers around
the world.

Guidance for schools

” Guidance for schools and
students
gnition in specific [ id e for universitie: id. e for schools and d :
countries g
Our guidance for admissions staff includes Cambridge students are widely accepted in top
” Recognition search factsheets which highlight key information about  study destinations like the US, UK, and Australia,
5 our Cambridge qualifications. as well as many other parts of the world.

Register your institution’s
admissions policy

Bilingual education

Cambridge Global
Perspectives

\ 4

v

Recognition by country Recognition search <

We provide extra guidance on university Search our recognition database for

r ition of C i lifications in isations which have ided us with formal
popular study destinations. written acceptance of Cambridge qualifications.

Register your admissions poli

If you would like to see information about your
organisation included in our recognition search
results, register your recognition details.

and students

Recognition search
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http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

University recognition worldwide brochure
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University
recognition
worldwide

Guide to the recognition

and acceptance of
Cambridge qualifications

Guide to the recognition and
acceptance of Cambridge qualifications

» QOutlines university recognition of
Cambridge qualifications by global
regions.

» Helpful advice on general university
admissions policies by country
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Top host destination countries 2018

m United States — 22%

® United Kingdom — 10% INBOUND STUDENTS IN SELECT COUNTRIES
m China—10%
= Australia— 7% 2017 release 2018 release % change
o Canada— /% United States 1078822 1,084,792 1.5%
i ol United Ki 501,045 506,480 1.1%
' Russia—6% nited Kingdom ' ' '

m Germany — 5% China £42 773 489,200 10.5%
(Jther — 25% Australia 327 606 371,885 13.5%
France 323,833 343,386 6.0%
20]8 Canada 312,100 370,710 18.8%
5.0 million students Russia 296,178 313,089 5.7%
Saurez: Project Atlas, 2018; UNESCO, 2018 Germany 251,542 265,484 5.5%
Japan L7112z 188,384 10.1%
Spain 94,862 109,522 15.3%

Source https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Explore-Data/Current-Infographics
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Most popular international destinations for

Cambridge students — for 2017

» Respondents were asked to identify the top three international destinations for
students going to university outside their own country

» The three most popular destinations are: UK, US and Canada
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UK undergraduate courses

Types of undergraduate
course

» Bachelor degree course

» Sandwich courses

» Foundation degree (2 years)
» Higher National Diploma

Some undergraduate degrees, such as a
science and engineering, take up to four years
to complete

Almost all subjects are offered
in the UK somewhere, but very
rarely everywhere!
Some subjects are specifically
state licensed / approved and
can be extremely competitive.

»Medicine

»Dentistry

»>Veterinary Science

» Architecture

»Actuarial Science

»Engineering
Some subjects taught differently
in the UK to elsewhere

»Law
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UK university admissions requirements

» Cambridge International AS & A Levels are
recognised by universities in the UK

» Competitive courses require three A Levels
with competitive grades

» From 2017 onwards, universities will accept
three A levels but may no longer require AS
Levels

» Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge O Level
are acceptedas a direct equivalent of the
UK GCSE, for example in English and
Maths

» Some universities require an additional
English language testto meet visa
requirements
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UK university admissions requirements

Subjectselection

» Exact entry requirements will vary by programme

» Some courses will specify certain compulsory subjects or grades, or state
preferred subjects e.g. Mathematics for Economics

» Non-preferred combinations e.g. Economics and Business Studies

» Facilitating subjects include: Maths and further maths; Physics; Biology;
Chemistry; History; Geography; Modern and classicallanguages; English
Literature

» Russell Group ‘Informed Choices’ guide for information on subject
combinations:

- http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-
choices-at-school-and-college/

- http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/for-
teachers-and-career-advisers/
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UK admissions system

www.ucas.com

» Centralised systemrun by UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service) for admissions in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland

» Each student can make a maximum of five choices on their application.

What UCAS does: What UCAS doesn’t do:
— Processapplications — Suggest courses/universities
— Information, advice & training — Make decisions/offers
— Fraud & verification — Advise on finance/immigration
— Education sector engagement or visas
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UK admissions system

Deadlines for 2019 entry
» Two UCAS Undergraduate equal considerationdeadlines for 2019
entry:

- 15 October 2018 — courses in medicine, dentistry, and veterinary
medicine/science, and all courses at the universities of Oxford and
Cambridge

- 15 January 2019 — all other undergraduate courses

For 2018 January cycle, UCAS reported (as
compared to 2017)

- 11% increase in non-EU applicants

- 4% increase* in EU applicants excluding UK
- 21% increase in applicants from China

- 36% increase in applicants from India
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UK admissions system

National Admission Tests

» Biomedical Admissions Test (BMAT) — used in some universities in the
UK, Singapore and the Netherlands as part of the admissions process
for Medicine, Veterinary Medicine or Biomedical Sciences.

» The UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) — used by a consortium of UK
university Medical and Dental Schools as part of the admissions
process.

» The Law National Aptitude Test (LNAT) — a national admissions test for
Law applicants used by some universities in the UK, Ireland, and Spain.

» Universities of Oxford and Cambridge Admission Tests - Information
about the relevant admission assessments can be found on the
Universities’ websites.
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UK admissions system- points to consider

» Each university has its own way of assessing an application.

» Students are well advised to check the guidance given by their chosen institutions
very carefully before applying.

» University websites give minimum entry requirements. The minimum is just that;
higher grades could form part of an offer.

» For popular courses, additional academic or non-academic achievements are

often considered.

» Students who need a visa to study in the UK, should check whether visa status

allows part-time course, and/or work in the UK.
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Applying with Cambridge qualifications

Meeting English Language requirements

» Our advice: students should take all 4 skills (reading, writing, speaking and

listening) - will be beneficial for their university studies
» Cambridge students can take one of the below:
“» IGCSE First Language English syllabus 0500 & including optional Listening and
Speaking Component

“» IGCSE English as a 2" language syllabus 0510 or 0511: the speaking test is
compulsory

» Grade for listening and speaking (0500) and for speaking (0510) is recorded
separately on a student’s final IGCSE Certificate. This makes it clear to universities

that the student has taken all 4 skills

» Students who require Tier 4 visas should include all 4 language skills
» EU students do not require visas but should check whether all 4 language skills
are required with their chosen institutions
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Applying with Cambridge qualifications

Certifying statement for CEFR

» IGCSE certificate does not include a breakdown of all four skills

» A Certifying Statement for CEFR is an additional document that
* can be used as part of a student’s university application
* provides evidence of proficiency in all 4 language skills (speaking,
listening, writing and reading) according to the CEFR
*  shows grade achieved (A-G) in each component & the
corresponding CEFR level

» No expiry date - students can apply for this certificate as soon as
they receive IGCSE certificate (i.e. during the first term/semester of
their AS Level studies)

*Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
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Applying with Cambridge qualifications

UCAS

Welcome
Applications
References

> All

> In progress

> Needing approval

> Applicants requesting reference
only

Link applications to centre
Send to UCAS

Delete applications
Security

Setup

Adviser Track

Training and development

Help
Options/Opsiynau
Key
-2 Camnlatad

Contact us | Help | Print ¢

search

Search (by name). &£

<Log out

All references

Welcome

return to list next > View: Reference b
::)r"r:;z nl:i):l;aO;:s?Reference A Action:  View application M 9 © FO ra StUde nt WhO |S
[lQualifications checked Stl " Studyl n91 the
seference referee must enter an
Refereo dtails overall predicted grade
Full title and name of referee* Please select... v | ?

in the reference area.

Date(s) unavailable

August
Predicted grades

Select / enter a predicted grade for each pending qualification.

When entering the
predicted practical
grade, select ‘not
relevant’.

UCAS Training London (09/2017 - 07/201

GCE Advanced Level

Chemistry A - Please select...|v| ?

Practical grade

Reference A&

After pasting in text, click ‘save’ before doing any editing as some of the USRS ERLE
Only text up to the character limit will be saved.
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What do UK universities say about Cambridge?

‘Cambridge International A Levels are an excellent technical qualification.
They provide really good core knowledge and help to build aptitude. They
also provide a really good bedrock for the move — the transition to
university in the first year of study.’

UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

‘We think that Cambridge qualifications are a really good preparation for
university study. They allow students to specialise in particular subjects
and to develop lots of other skills which are really useful for university
study — things like communication skills, research skills and problem-

solving skills.’

Roseanna Cross, Head of Undergraduate Admissions, University of Bristol
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The qualifications | took required consistent hard work
throughout the two years. However, | soon realised the efforts
had been well invested: not only did Cambridge International
A Levels allow me to be accepted at LSE, they also provided
me with excellent skills to deal with all the courses of my
undergraduate programme. This included both the essay-
based and the mathematically-oriented subjects present in a
hybrid science-arts undergraduate course like Economics.

Pelayo Méndez, Spain
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Further information on UK

» Destination UK brochure and video

» www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition @ et Edveaion
» Cambridge for universities and colleges

» UCAS website

Destination
UK

Using your Cambridge
qualifications to study
in the UK

Destination UK

USingWoeurCambridge gualifications
terstudy inithe UK
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http://www.cie.org.uk/Images/178794-destination-uk.pdf
https://vimeo.com/162352601
http://www.cie.org.uk/recognition
http://www.cie.org.uk/recognition
http://www.ucas.com/
https://vimeo.com/162352601
https://vimeo.com/162352601

<
V)
D

DESTINATION

Cambridge Assessment
International Education



Type of Institutions in USA

Institution Type

Community or Junior College

Technical or Vocational School
Specialized Academy

College

University

Qualification

2 years

2 years
2-4 years

4 years

4 years

Associate degree

Technical certificate

Associate or Bachelor’s
degree

Bachelor’'s degree

Bachelor’'s degree
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USA university admissions

» Over 610 universities officially recognise Cambridge
gualifications for entry

» Five grade Cs in Cambridge IGCSE/ Cambridge O
Level meet minimum freshman level entry
requirements for some colleges & universities
(including Maths and English)

» A Levels are required for competitive universities such
as Yale, MIT and Harvard

» Advanced creditis available for A Levels in most
universities

» Advanced creditis available for AS Levels in some
universities

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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USA university admissions

» Credit and Cambridge International AS & A Levels are
advanced standing  considered college-level courses of study. Good
grades in carefully-chosen Cambridge International
A Level subjects can result in up to one year of

university course credit.

Receiving Advanced credit means that Cambridge
students are already ahead in their undergraduate
programme before they even begin their college
enrolment.

For more information on credit policies, please
check with universities directly.

. Cambridge Assessment
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US admissions systems

o _ PR
Application procedures vary:

» Common Application with —

A Levels specifically included from August 2013 s THE COMMON
»  Supporting documentation and full high T APPLICATION

school transcript from school

» Individual application forms or supplements to
the Common Application for each university

Universities that do not use the Common Application may use:

Deadlines vary: The Universal Application
» Usually mid-December to mid-January

The Coalition Application
» 1-15 November for early decisions

Individual institutional or system-wide application

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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http://www.commonapp.org/

US admissions systems — points to consider

» Applications are made to the university, not to a particular course

» Undergraduates do not specialise until Years 3 and 4 of their
degrees, with some subjects only available at postgraduate level

» Medicine, pharmacy, veterinary science and law are only available as
postgraduate courses.

» Some community colleges offer two year associate degrees. These
can count towards entry to a university at a later stage.

» Grade Point Average (GPA) is not always required. In some cases
universities may require a student to use an external credential
evaluator.

» Cambridge does not calculate a student's GPA. There is no official
grade conversion between US marks and UK grades.
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US admissions systems — points to consider

IERF provided this unweighted

TEINOITARDIENIO  GPA table to Fulbright in London
E RESEARCH FOUNDATION® as a rough guide foran A level

1{"\ grade to GPA conversion

Advanced United States
Level
A* A+ = 4.00
A A = 4.00
B B+ = 3.30
C B = 3.00
D C+ = 2.30
E C = 2.00
No Grade F = 0.00
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US admissions systems — points to consider

» Standardised tests (SAT or ACT) are often required
» Students with AS & A Levels may be exempt fromthe SAT
subject tests (SAT-II)
» Checklist of test optional institutions at www.fairtest.org

» Applicants may require IELTS or TOEFL but a good grade in
Cambridge IGCSE English (First or Second Language) is often
acceptedinstead

» Scholarships are often available (but highly competitive)

Check the university’s specific requirements

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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http://www.fairtest.org/

| took Cambridge International AS Level Biology,

and | have since had a very successful career in the
biological and natural sciences at Stanford University.
The same applies with Mathematics and English. | can’t
recommend the Cambridge programme highly enough. It
got me into one of the top universities in the world and in
the US.

Chris Hanson, Florida
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ﬂm International Education



Further information on USA

Cambridge International resources:

» Destination USA page of our website

» Cambridge for universities and colleges
» Destination USA video and brochure

Other resources: WA o ination
: .. v USA
» Fulbright Commission - @@

qualifications to study
in the US

» Common application tips and hints

B=V#4 FULBRIGHT
==\ COMMISSION
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http://www.cie.org.uk/usa/recognition
http://www.cie.org.uk/usa/recognition
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/usa/recognition/
http://www.cie.org.uk/Images/149712-destination-usa.pdf
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/study-in-the-usa/undergraduate-study/applying/common-application/tips-and-hints

Understanding university applications

What universities ask for What universitieslook for

Academic
achievement

: Reference :
Interview ‘ letters Academic
Application Potential

ability
to

‘ succeed
\

Written
work/Essays
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Key differences

» UK university applications focus on a student’s desire to study a
specific subject; UCAS requires one personal statement with no
mention of any one university. In the US, applications are tailored to
individual universities. US applications are university focused.

» Who assesses applications?

UK: applications are assessed by members of academic staffin the
relevant department.

US: all applications to a university are assessed by the same
admissions office

» Different expectations from personal statement for UK universities and
College Application Essay for US universities.

UCAS on personal statement: “It's a chance for you to
articulate why you'd like to study a particular course or subject,
and what skills and experience you possess that show your
passion for your chosen field.”

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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Understanding university applications

What universities look for

Acﬁﬁtnyﬁic « Academic and test results
« Enthusiasm for chosen subject
« Knowledge of chosen subject
» Evidence of forethought & research
SNV - Intellectual interest & initiative
to « Confidence & ability to cope with demands

succeed

In 2016, out of 2000+ applicants with A*A*A*, a top UK university made offers to
approximately 900 applicants only.

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students

» One/two recommendation letters from Cambridge AS or A Level

Reference teachers
letters

» Summary of overall academic & extracurricular performance and
any other personal qualities or circumstances from head teacher
or higher education adviser from school

Caution: “Admissions officers have developed special powers to sniff out ‘cut
and paste’ paragraphs. Make sure everything teachers write is relevant to the
individual student.” — UCAS

Note: There are free resources and guides for teachers on how to write
reference letters.

Teachers/subject specialists should be aware of their crucial rolein the
admissions process

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students

Universities don't want to read that an applicant is “an outstanding

Reference = student”. They want to see
letters

» evidence of a willingness to explore and discuss ideas outside
the confines of the subject specification, if applying for a subject
studied at school/college

» evidence of steps taken to find out about the subject, for a non-
school/college subject

» reasons for underperformance in qualifications, if applicable

» updated information about an applicant's progress or personal
circumstances

Suggestions and best practices:

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students

It’s nevertoo early to get your students thinking about what
theywantto study.

» Workshopfor students
» Practise in writing effective essays to train students

» Encourage super curricular learning activities to help students
confirm subject choice, critically engage with a subject, show

Written commitment.
work/Essays
Super + Extra
curricular curricular

Note: Students often worry that they don’t do enough extra-curricular activities to talk
about on their personal statements. There is more to extra curricular activities than
running marathons or playing music.

Caution: UCAS scans personal statements with a Copycatch system — if a statement
shows a similarity of 10% or more, it is flagged!

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students

» Free high quality test prep for SAT in Khan Academy.

» An educator account can be linked to student accounts to
monitor progress

» Reachout to institutions like the British Council and Education USA for
unbiased and reliable information and resources that can be shared with

students
» Reachout to universities directly

. Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students

» Become a registered UCAS centre for » Request a CEEB Code: CEEB Codes
free to access a suite of tools to help and associated information (school
manage student applications, latest name, address, etc.) are assigned and
information and advice services. maintained by The College Board.

» Applicants who apply through a UCAS
registered centre (your school) sets its
own buzzword and will UCAS to link
your students’ applications to your
centre when they register.

» Use Tools and Resources for UCAS
Advisers. It includes some great ideas
and resources for classroom activities
— highlighting essential information
and helping them refine their choices
to make informed decisions

Role of high school counsellors

ELE Cambridge Assessment
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How to support your students: School profile

« Many universities find a school profile valuable in their admissions process as it
provides the context for each student’s application. It gives universities the
chance to look at the whole student, rather than just a series of grades and
numbers.

» Create aweb page and include the URL in your UCAS reference if you want to
give more information about qualifications available at your school or college,
On the web page, give information about the curriculum offered at your school
or college, including the awarding bodies offering the qualifications, and the
choice and number of subjects they have to select from.

« A school profile is commonplace for US schools. Cambridge has developed a
school profile template, which can help schools to present key information to
US institutions.

» A school profile should include a summary of a school, including demographics
and details of the school community, the curriculum, extra-curricular activities,
exam results and university outcomes. This helps universities understand the
context of the applicant.
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How to support your students: School profile

HIGH SCHOOL PROFILE
CLASS OF 2017-2018

Director:

o . e
Guidance Comsellor: Cantre o,
Carsbridze Coardinator: TUCAS Ho.
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY GRADING AND RANKING
.
.
.
CURRICULUM AND ACCREDITATION — x x
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS B VeryGood BB )
. T Tood B ESiigRm
. It} Saftactory =
. E ‘g T
U Tngraded ¥
. Credit not given
.
<INSERT GRADING CHART HEADING HERE>
o
o Biology )
o Business Studies 3
o Chemistry 1
o Dutch 10
o Economics E
o English Language o
o English Literature 199<= 200-249250-2993.00-3493.50-400 4.01-
o French GPA
o Geography
o (German
o History
o Infonvation Techuology SINSERT GRADING CHART HEADING HERE>
o Mathematics 20
o Muosie -]
o Philoscphy 5150
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o  Spanish § @
]
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EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

GAMBRIDGE ASSESSMENT INTERMATIONAL EDUCATION
Dmmg_the testing session, 2EEe
Cambridge students took exams.

X students took the IGCSE exams and XX passed with
an E or above; 30 passed with a C or above, 30X
received an A or A¥.

3 students took AS exams and XX passed with an E or
above; XX passed with a C or above, XX received an A
or A%

30X students took A-Level exams and XX passed with an
E or above; XX passed with a C or above, 30X received
anAor A

OTHER. ADVANCED PROGRAMS (AF)

In r.;hmumecmof

took: Exams; of students scoring 4
ard, of students scors 3 and above. 2555 sxams were
graded at 3 or higher

B
20
15
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H
o
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FURTHER SCHOOLING OF GRADUATES

Student from the Class of Elnsert monfhs Slnsert years have
enrolled in the following eollagas, universities, professional
schocls:

Some students will travel, pursue a gap vear, work or fulfil
" et

|
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Cambaidge Internationsl Schacl

. Cambridge Assessment
[P International Education



Any questions?
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