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What qualities should you look for in an assessment?

• Reliability

• Usefulness

• Validity

CEM offers you reliable and useful assessments based on more than 

30 years of research and a wealth of educational data.
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CEM tests complement and strengthen Cambridge Pathway

CEM baseline tests help teachers to:

• track and demonstrate student progress over their time with the school

• make better interventions by identifying student strengths, weaknesses 

and potential

• set grade expectations for Cambridge IGCSE, O Level and Cambridge 

International A Level.



• INSIGHT FOR MULTIPLE STAKEHOLDERS: Reports provide actionable 

information for

• Students

• Teachers

• School leaders

• Parents

• Educational researchers

• TIME-SAVING: 

• For teachers: Marking is automatic, assessments are both objective 

and time-saving

• For students: adaptive tests measure a student’s attainment faster

• LOW STAKES, BUT HIGH VALUE: They are ‘low pressure’ and are 

engaging to learners of all ages allowing students to perform to the best of 

their ability.

• ADAPTIVE & COMPUTER-BASED: The assessments allow accurate 

measurement of students’ performance in key areas of development.
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BASE (ages 4 and 5)

• For children starting full time education
• Assesses early literacy and numeracy, PSD
• 20-30 minute adaptive computer-delivered 

assessment
• Teacher-led
• Carried out at the start of the year and, 

optionally, at the end of the year to measure 
progress
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InCAS (ages 5 to 11)

• Measures what children know and can do in 
the primary years

• Assesses reading, mathematics, developed 
ability, attitudes to learning

• Computer-delivered adaptive assessment
• Carried out once per year
• Pupil-led
• Provides a detailed profile of strengths and 

weaknesses 
• Provides research based guidance on how to 

support different profiles
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MidYIS (ages 11 to 14)

• Takes a baseline measure of developed abilities
• Often the only (reliable) data available
• 45 min computer-delivered adaptive 

assessment
• Pupil-led
• Carried out at the beginning of a course of 

study
• Provides a profile of student and cohort ability
• Provides predictions to GCSE/IGCSE
• Provides evidence of how much value the 

school has added



CEM Product Suite
Core products

BASE

age 4-5

InCAS

age 6-11
MidYIS

age 11-14

Yellis

age 15-16

Alis

age 16-18



Yellis (ages 15 to 16)

• Takes a baseline measure of developed abilities
• Often the only (reliable) data available
• 45 min computer-delivered adaptive 

assessment
• Pupil-led
• Carried out at the beginning of a course of study
• Provides a profile of student and cohort ability
• Provides predictions to GCSE and IGCSE
• Provides evidence of how much value the school 

has added
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Alis (ages 17 to 18)

• Takes a baseline measure of developed 
abilities

• Useful where no GCSE information is available 
or where GCSE data is not helpful

• 45 min computer-delivered adaptive 
assessment

• Carried out at the beginning of studies
• Provides a profile of student and cohort ability
• Provides predictions to A-Level and IB
• Provides evidence of how much value the 

school has added




